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of the doctrine: the Second Advent of Christ,
the Signs of the Times, the duty of mankind to
observe the Bible Sabbath (the seventh day of the
week,) together with the other commandmen.s of
(tod, the Nature of Man, his Unconscious state
in death, thre End of the Wicked, the Harth re-
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Here ane There.

MARY E. WELCH.
Here are faces lined with sorrow,
Here ave eyes bedin’d with tears,
Here ave weary waiting pilgrims,
Bent with toil and care and yeais.
Here is joy beyond conceplion;
Mortal tongue nor pen can tell.
Poet’s dream can never paint it;
Where the rolling anthems swell.

Here is waiting, watching ever,
Crying outy ‘CGh, Lord how long®
Here is persecution bitter,
Take reproach and suffer wrong.
There is home with God forever,
And a glorious song to sing.
There is walking by the river,
In the likeness of our King.

Here are shadows, deep and dreary;}
Meet in sorrow, part in tears.

Here oursteps grow slow and weary
With the weight of passing years,

There our yoices timed to gladness
Shout hosannal’s to our God;

Robed in white, no spot nor wrinkle,
Washed in Jesus’ precious blood.,

ITere is death, for we are morisl,
Here is pain and griefand woe,
Only faith and hope to cheer us;
As toward the grave we go,
There the eneny is conguered,
Perfe
Pahns of victory will be ours,
Aud our King be with us there.
Albany, Mo.

Tove and joy to share.

e

Free Woral Agency.

SERMON BY E. G. BLACKMON.

—

“Then Peter opened his mouth and said, of
a trath I perceive that God is no respecter of
persons: But in every vation he that feareth

Lim and worketh righteousiess, is accepted
with him." Acts 10: 34-35.

| oth righteousness is accepted with him. See

vy nation, that work-‘ listen to his lovely admonition and promise:
¥ “Let the wicked forsake his way, and the un-
also 1. Peter 13 17. ‘And if ye call on the Fath- righteous man his thoughts; npd let him re-
or who without respect of persons judgeth ac- | turn unto the Lord, and he will hny'e mercy
cording to every man's work, pass the time of upon bim, and to our God for he 'W}“ a‘bun_d-
your sojourning here in fear” Then God| antly pardon.” Isa. 55: 1 .\Vhlle living in dis-
does respect the good works of his creatures, obedience to God, we are in the broad way
but not their person. Our Savior said: ‘By ! that leads to death, but thul'xk the Lord, we
their froits ye shall know them’, never by are ndmfmished to. enter in at 't.he’str;ut
their person. | gate, which leadeth mto life. }Ia’m‘ 7: 13-14.

|7 Let us hear from our Savior in amother

Man was created in the image and likeness | .
| place: Verily, verily I say unto you, he that

of God; and given dominion over the works | 3 3
of his hands. see Gen. 1:26-28; Heb. 27: 8. i heareth my words and believeth on him that
Man was ereated for God’s glory. Isaial 43:7. | sent me hath everlasting life, and shall not
But man lost his first estate, or come short of | come into condemnation; but is p%?ssed frfym
the glory of God by, transgression for all| death unto life.” John 5: 24. Again: “Verily,
have sinned and come short of the glory of verily I say unto you, if a man keep my say-
God. Sin js the transgression of God's law. |ings he shall never see deatl’ (the second
Rom. 3: 23. And the result of sin is death. | death). ch. 8: 51. ‘Ye are my friends, if ye do
John 8: 3-11; 1. Johu 3: 4. Therefore by| whatsoever I command you.’ ch. 15: 14. The
| way to become a friend to Jesus and to escape
first dominion, and holiness before his Cre- | the second death, is to believe on him and do
ator. Hence it is ever since the fall of onr|what e has commanded us. He has com-
first parents that life, (eternal life), and man’s| manded us to vepent and believe the gospel.
lost possession hangs upon Christ. By his| Mark 1: 15. Here Christ makes faith and re-
death he purchased eternal salvation for all| pentance toward God man’s first duty. We
them that obey him. Heb. 5: 8-9. Nothing|learn that without faith it is impossible to
short of faithful obedience to God can se- | please God. Heb. 11: 6. Hence it is, that we
cure the promise of eternal life through|must first believe in God, our eternal Father,
his Son. Man’s future life and inheritance is | aud great Law-giver; and as we have offend-
a matter of promise based upon the written |ed him in transgressing his holy law, we are
ordained conditions of the Almighty himself. commanded to repent toward him, tarn from
Ever since the fall of man, death has been, |our sin which is the transgression of his holy
prevalent in the world, and without a Savior|law. L John 3: 4. This is the duty that we
there could be no resurrection from death|owe to God the Father, and must be attended
and the grave. Hence it is, we have aSavior | to before we ean expect any pardon through
who died for us, and a promise of eternal life | the gospel of his beloved Son.
through him, provided we accept of God’s| Let us hear from Jesus again: ‘Except ye
terms upon which this promise is based. repent, ye shall all likewise perish.” Luke 13:
God speaks to us on this wise: ‘I call heay- 3. Christ’s mission in the world was to do
en and earth to record this day, against you, |the will of his Father, to have his Father's
that I have set before you life and death,|law in his heart, teach every jot and tittle of
blessings and cursings. Therefore choose | his Father’s law binding and to call sinners
lite that both thou and thy seed may live.’ | to repentance by showing them their trans-
Deat. 30: 19. Life and death have been tnught‘ gression of his Father’s law. Ps. 40: 8; Matt.
and set before man ever since his fall, by|5:17-19; ¢h. 15: 1-6; and 9: 13. The Apostle
Grod’s inspired writers, see Isa. 1: 19-20; Eze ! Paul also tanght repentance toward God and
18-32. “for I have no pleasure in the death of  faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. Aets 29 : 21
him that dieth saith the Lovd God; whore{ The same apostle assures us of the fact tha(';
fore, turn yourselves and live ye' “Say unto God has connanded all men everywhere to
Lem, as I live saith the Lord God I have no|repent. Aets17: 30. In verse 31 God's own
pleasure in the death of the wicked; bat that reason for demanding repentance is given:
the wicked turn from [niA-;‘\my aud live. Turn|‘Becanse be hath appointed a day in the:
ye, turn ye from your evil ways, for why will| whick he will judge the world ete. And the
ye die O house of Israel.” ¢h. 33: 11.  These ! Apostle Peter, like his Master and all the i
texts prove positively: First, thatlife and spired writers, has testified that God is nlﬁ;
death are set before man. Second, that God . willing that any should perish; but that all
has no pleasure in the death of the wickel should come to repeutance. 2. ’I’eia‘t 26 T
1‘.hml, that God has -comm_nuded the wicked | repent is to turn away from sin; the i of
man to turn from his evil ways and live.!which is death. Wi iy
, L, ithout repentance upon
These texts alone establish the fact of free'our part we ean never have life; we
moral agency. Has God commanded ustodo to die n our sins and forever }x’ Mm e
something that will bring us into favor with | repent for God has commanded it; “z“
him that we cannot do?  If he has, will he'one of God’s ordained conditions apo wbiahu

Livery individual, in ever:

transgression man lost his first life. Rom. 6:2

Our text is the language of the Apostle
Peter to Cornelins. It proves to a certainty
that God regards the person of all men alike,
that he regards the person of one man no
more than another ; and that he does regard
and respect the character of his children.

then inflict death upon us for not doing some- ' eternal life is o through hi

thing we cannot do?  What would gpeuple? ‘Repen:‘ ﬁiﬁem o, Ehae, s ?&n
|think 1f Congress would make laws and stat- Lord Jesus Christ, for the remission of g
Lutes which they could not obey, and then try and ye shall neein he gift of the ::l',
:to enforce them into obedience? O let uam)t‘ G-hoi, is what MM .
i

e gift
accuse our ITeavenly Father of this. Gcmg,im the day of Pentecost, wm& ’




e e B B
1t is God's ordained means of

i e h

i . Bat it must all be done throug) 8 e )

.:a?;l?gfzn:itlm\:‘t faith it is im possible to | them that \hhgon!:]y seek lun‘].‘ g 5
t as’o God. Faith in God the Eternal Fath- Of a truth I perceive that God is 0

l) B . P

in every nati fear-
r and Law-giver, w ill first lead the soul to \of persons: But in every nation he that fea:
er BW- 5
|

gins, and seek the Lord with all your heart;

d has said that he is a rewarder of ol}

{rom heaven. 3
e Rom. 6: 23

. e 38 1 ept-
forsake the transgression of the Father's law; eth l\_xux a‘nd \vOl’ll(:*.N.l] lllglrl(t);oil:';“t(‘:“ﬂllz !\l\ffrli)er
and second, to the obedience of the gns:pel of | ed \\‘-1th him. B essed p
his dear Son, and our Redeemer. A faith that | of righteousncss.
does not produce or carry these
with it is a dead faith and will pever save a
man. We must have a faith that works 4by
love and purifies the heart. In every pation
Le that feareth God and worketh righteous-
ness is accepted with bit. : O save me Lord, from every si,

Faith means more than a mere profession. And make me faithful to the end.
Jesus says: Not everyone that saith unto 2| Arochs, Mo.
Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of
heaven; but ho that dooth the will of my
Father who is in heaven. Matt. 7:21.  The
will of God is something that man must do,
in order to enter heaven. To do his will is
to keep his commandments and vbey the g08- | g vigorous thinker, embodies a kindred
pel of his dear Son; for we learn that VeD-{ ), opt in this fragment: <All who desire
geance is to be taxen on those that know 1ot [ " i with us in advaneing the kingdom
God, (that keep not bis commandments) n.nd ' of God.” If I had the ear of tl e distinguish
obey not the gospel of out Lord Jesus Christ. | o givine, 1 should feel as free to say to him
9 Thes. 1:8. 1.Jobn2:4 We can DeVer|g 4o The Herald correspondent, ‘Dear sir,
veach heaven while willingly breaking *hel your language does not tally with Bible
least one of God’s commandments. If thou! ihoughl.’ 1 provounce these words and all
wilt enter into life keop the commandments: | |j ke them exotic both in thought and express
is the answer «f our Savior to the young law-{ jon to the New Testa ment language and idea.
yer. Matt. 19:17. Death is found on the side { The recognized relationship of godly men
«of disobedience to God: and life eternal, on|and women of the church is altogether differ
the side of obedience to him. And why call | ent from their relationship to the kingdom.
ye me Lord, and do not the things which I Phebe, a servant of the church at Cenchrea.
say. Luke 7:46. Man's important part is to ' Roms. 16: 1. The messengers of the churches.
do the things which Jesus said; and he said | 2. Cor. 8: 23. The elders of the church, Jas
not to break the least one of God’s command- 14. No such classos or individuals under
ments. Matt. 5: 17-19. Just as long as we ig- 1 such names are eyer mentioned as engaged
nore or refuse to live up to the sayings of Je-|in the kingdom, on the other hand we have
we stand condemned, with no assurance mention made of heirs of the kingdom, but
of eternal life. John 3. 18-20; ch.12:48 | no apostle ever peuned, no evangelist ever
Eternal life through Christ is only promised‘suggesu‘d ‘heirs of the church. The mode
~to the faithful seeker. To them who by pa- of becoming members of the church would
tient continuance in well doing seek for glory | seem nowadays, at least, to allow the expres-
-and honor and immortality and eternal life:|sion, ‘enter into the chureh.” But not a
‘but anto them that are contentious and do 's?limry instance can lbe‘t'f)uud in the New
not obey the trath, but obey unrighteousness. _leslament where this fawiliar modern phrase
‘indignation and wrath. Tribulation and an-| 1S 5¢ employ ?‘{3 al.(‘houglA\“ the \fvm.'d chureh
guish upan every soul of man that doeth evil; oceurs in our _Lnglrh yersion 112 times, and
of the Jew first, and also of the Gentile. But its (:ree!& eqmvaleug about one hundred ?I]d
¢ % fifteen times. But in the gospels ‘Enter into
gloxy,thonor, and peace, to every man that tho Ligdinst ARG AT Ry s
«worketl: good; to the Jew first, and also to the | o ‘:" SR O“I S 0“';‘ “9:‘ imes, ;“ ; of them
.Gentile; for there is no respect of persons |1} e Sevads R tense of the verb,
2 Rem: 2: T8 the.reat mdeﬁmte' ; not one case oecurring in
.\\.1&{1)13«1);11;"“&{;9 45 G Amoaia Pal e, i which any one is mentioned as having en
' it % 2 e redd 1 ing ' God.
.elusive evidence \vithi}: itself, .m gst}nb:lshtmg le;z;;:r;;:;i‘;ig‘:;l:’l:“(c’:‘ixn o
dho ,f‘ree‘moml‘ugenc)l (.)f mau,la?? t. llfl‘ g e;-; To see the kingdom of God is spoken of as a
nal life is offered to him conci ionally. privilege in the gospel. Pt s
proves also, tl}at every disobedient man 18 to prerequsite to the privilegs. ia named: by
reap the upmingled wmt_h c.)f God. The wag-| gy lumself. ‘kKxcept a man be born
os of sin is death: ar:l sin is t!xe tra.nsgress- from 5 bove b, cannol e, thakkinzdeamycH
ion of God’s law. 'To live in disobedience 0| God. [John 3.] But Aunanias and Sapphira
God, places us in .tlmt bl‘oBd\}vay leml}ng down | found their way into the early Christian
to death. There is no promise of life to the | church, as we have every yeason to believe,
disobodient. Death, (the second death) inthe | without spiritual regeneration. Not born
lake of fire will be their final doom; which | from above, they saw the church, To one
will forever put an end to them. Mal 4 : 1} who for the first time carefully examines, in
Matt. 3: 12; Rev. 20: 14-15. 3 a good concordance, the contrasts and the
O sinner will you forsake all your sins, and | correspondence between the church and
thus escape God’s written decree f’f del?th; kingdom, I venture to predict some feeling
whiel is to be inflicted upon the disobedient | of surprise, and a conviction that these words
ones? Will you seek the Lord while he may | are further separated than the ordinary par
be found, and call upon him while he is near? %

lance. The kingdom a unit; the church an
Soon you may not find him. The Holy Ghost | aggregate of churches; the kingdom of God,
has said: To-day, if ye will hear his voice,

harden not your hearts; to-morrow it may be

good works « ;
Take all my sins away, 1 pray:
I trust thy promise for reward;
The blesset{' prowise of thy word.
1 know 1 wandered far from thee;

But all my sius I now can see. :

————

The Kingdom and the Church.

( Continued)
The Rev. Jas. Freeman Clark, a cultivated

BUS,

the plaral. Where ever kingdoms is found |

churches rest. |
thanks to all the churches of the Gentiley,

Rom. 16: 4, and writes to the brethven ay
Rome, “The churches of Christ salute you.”
Rom. 16 : 16.
Qorinthians to
16:19, and also to
donia.” t
(alatians he mentions the churches of Gala.
O God: I come to thee to-day- g e o Tadest

| one of his earliest 1
Churehes of God.”
elator designates tl
Church in Smyrna, in Pergamos,

‘The kingdom embraces the whote earth, and
hence so far as t
ed,is universal.

with scripture usage. [
The Episcopal ehurch, the Lutheran church,
the Presbyterian chuoreb,the Reformed ehureh
the Greek church, the Catholie ehurch, and
] suppose we
churches, and
jan churches,
to speak of the Methodist kingdom, or the
Lutheran kingzdom?
kingloms of Christ,kingdoms of God? Many
of the best thinkers and profonndest schol-
ars of the age incline to the position that the
radical meaning of ekklesia himits it o3
single thing,
sense is a figurative one.

the kingdom of Christ is never once used in |

Acts. 9: 3L

He refers in his letter to the
‘the Churches of Aisa.” 1 Cor,
‘the echurches ol Mace.
2 Cor. 8: 1. In the epistle to the
Gal.1:2-22, and iy
ctters speaks of ‘the

2 Thess 1 : 4 The Rev.
he Chureh of Ephesaus, the
in Sardis,
n Thyatira showing that churches are local,

he world or man is concern-
Common usage here aecords
We are wont to say:

properly say Congregational
Baptist churches and Unita:-
But does any ome venlure

Do we ever say the

and that the comprehensive

Dr Christian Frederic Kling, in his eom-
mentary on Corinthians, which is a part of
Lange’s great work,gives us what 18 requisite
to constitute a true chureh thus: 1. ‘An
assemblage before God and for Ged” 2. It
consists of those who are consecreated to God
in Jesus Christ” 8 ‘Htis thus eonsecrated
through the mighty creative will of God.” 4.
‘Its members are such as call upon the name
of Jesus Christ. ‘Fhese things may exist in
eonnection with many glaring faults in true
professing believers, and with many false
professions of faith, which yet do not meces
sarily vitiate the claim to be called a true
church ot God.' Many among the masses
escape some at least of the errors of clerical
theorizers. Few, perhaps, of the eommon

people identify the church and the kingdom.
They spealk of their beeoming united with
the church as a thing of the past, but they
{alk about their entrance into the kingdom
as a thing of the future.

1 recall in my ministry an excellent Eng-
lish brother. an unlettered man, bardly able
to read, but a man of goed sense and fluent
admirable use of quaint Angle- 3axon always
interested and often amazed me. Many
a time have [ been astonished at his marv-
ollous combinations of strong expressive
monosyllables, trom tem to twenty in num-
ber, with scarcely a dissyllable among them,
perhaps not a single one. Ie used tosay:
‘I mean by the grace of God to find a home in
the kingdom.” He was right. To himitis
a thing of the future. ksincerly trust that
he will at least realize s aim and join the
ransomed host in the Kingdom of our God-
'Bm, he had been in the ehmrch forty years.
The kingdom is everlasting, the church tem-
pory. If, as has been maintained and we
think proved, the kingdom is an end, 25
such it is to be e 2. On the other
hand, the church as means to an end cannot
be supposed to continue when it has aecown-
plished its Gabriel declared to Mary

too late, Christ has said: If ye die in your
sins; where I am ye cannot come. The wages
of sin is death. Which is just the op ite to
Christ and oternal life. O then for your

relerence is made to the kingdoms of this
world, always recognized as mm
churches is a common New men
pression. Luke writes:

great,

the

Al
1:922-2%  Kvery Ulristian believer
that the first part of the prediction i
1y trae. e is great. He has been
wow thronghout alt Christendom, ca
Son of the Highest by afl who ac
Scriptures as trastwoithy, Itis ¢
also, thal of ks kingdom in the stric
anost literal sense there shall be no
it legitimate to pare the prophecy sl
and insigt that the part thus tal
strictly literal, and then demand
very heart of the prediction be me
ative, ot rather mystical, or, it figa
a figare refusing analysis and les
atterly at loss for its real mean
quite! Language has rights that
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when he took Milton’s idea of
anfolded in Paradise Lost. He di
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on the interpretation of the script
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Greek of the New Testament, |
be and 1 trust there will b¢
Peter confirms the words of
gard to the duratian of the kil
.everlasting kingdom of our Lord
2. Pet,1:2. The author of t
Hebrews in like manner speak
ise of eternal inheritance. Hel
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1:22-23 lLvery Christian believer adwits

that the first part of the prediction is literal-
1y troe. He is great. He has been, and is
wow throoghout alt Christendom, called the
Son of the Highest by afl who accept the
Scriptures as trustworthy. It is conceded,
also, That of his kingdom in the strictest and
wost literal sense there shall be no end. Is
it legitizaate to pare the prophecy all around,
and insist that the part thus taken off 1s
strictly %teral, and then demand that the
very heart of the prediction be made figur-
ative, or rather mystical, or, it figurative, in
a figure refusing analysis and leaving one
atterly at loss for its real meaning? Not
quite! Language has rights that intelligent
men are bound to respect. Thomas Huxley
never threw out a more biting satire than
when le took Milton’s idea of creation as
aunfolded in Paradise Lost. He did not take
the statement of Moses because he well
%knew there would be a dezen modifications
of the langauage of Moses to prepare it for
the exigemcy. Thehitatthis protean flexi~
Hility of Genesis and the recognized inflexi-
bility of the Paradise Lost was a’ severe
Yhrust with a sharp rapier. When we ren-
der the laws of the language in the Bible as
‘we do in Virgil or in Horace or in Plato or
in Homer, there will be a reasonable ground
for anticipating soinething like unenimity
on the interpretation of the scriptures. While
we abuse the Hebrew of the Old and the
Greek of the New Testament, there ought to
be and I trust there will be differences.
Peter confirms the words of Wabeiel in re-
gard to the duratian of the kingdom. ‘Tne
-everlasting kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
2. Pet,1:2. The author of the Epistle to
Hebrews in like manner speaks of the prom-
ise of eternal inheritance. Heb. 9 :15. That
figures do not euter into these preciows
promises would probably not be claimed by
any. But many figures do not change the
general direction of a statement. A throne
is often used hy metonomy te represent
regal autherity and domimion. But if the
throne of England be named, it canoot be
the regal anthority and dominion of Russia
ithat is signified thereby ; it must be the au-
thority and dominion of England. The throne
of David may be metonomy denoting the
royal rule and domain of David, but it can-
net mean empire on which mortal eye never
wazed, or be 1n some remote world of which
buman imagination kas but dimly conceived.
When God promised te deliver Judah inte
the hands of Nebuchadnezzar we may admit
that hands is not to be taken with strict lit-
eralness, but granting that hands is but a
welonomy for power, it is the pewer of Neb
uchadnezzar that must be intended. It itbe
said that *the Church trinmphant’ isever-
Jasting, it may be conceded that if persons
wish to wse a pretty phrase and assign a
meaning Yo it, ae one need object. 1f, how-
ever, it be claimed that the language or the
thought has Bible sanction, the evidence is
respectiully solicited. We may call New
York the Loudon of America. There 1s no
good reason to object, but the bright lad
that shouts ‘rriBUNE’ along the streets of the
great metroplis knows that it is only in a fig-
urative sense that New York is London.

The proof that the kingdom is contrasted
with the Church rather than identified with
isa great step toward the removal of the
claim that the kingdom is alveady set up i
the world. If it is in the world and is not in
the church, whatisit? Where isit? A
fair answer to these questions will show
that if the kingdom be on the earth at all, it

must be subjectively rather than objectively

—in afigurative rather thau in a literal sense. | it been answered ¢ 1 50,1l need uot be our
A few questions mauy help us. ‘For the|prayer longer. In the mind of the great
kingdom of Ged is not food aund drink, but Ohristian Church it is not yet auswered- =
righteousuess, peace and joy in the Holy Some sanguine so'ulg are sure that. the pres-
Ghost.” Rom, 14 : 17 is definitely stated by | ent economy of hristian work will soon se-
St. Paul. None will incline to deny the|cure that ‘consummation dev?»u(ly to hye
righteousuess, peace and joy in the Holy|wished” About 30(.)‘000,000 of tlfe varth’s
Ghost exist on earth, Will any maintain { 1.350,000,000 are nominally Ghr!suau:&. But
that this is the kingdom into which the Lord | generous estimate of the number of actual
Jesus will bid his saints enter atter the judg Christians would not go beyond 39,000,0()0.
ment? Or that thisisthe kingdom which | And more than e_igh?ee}: centuries have
Joseph of Arimathea waited for? Or that |been spent in reaching this. At such a}slorv
this is the throne of David? Probably not.|rate through how many score of centuries 13
Men do not enter into righteousness, peace the slow work to dr:‘lg'ml? IIo‘w. long! Lord
and joy in the Holy Ghost. These are with |how long! The missionary s‘pmt of earnest
in them. Of this subjective kingdom, or|men and women is noble. God be. Lhz‘mlfed
fitness of spirit for the objective kingdom, for it. God bless 1}. But a\.as, {l|1§ Christ-
Christ could probably say the kingdom of liie purpose of theirs seems like a skiff urged
God is within you, or as the margin suggests, | up mighty rapids and scarcely stemming
is among you. Luke 17:21. One can hardly | the lnrren.t. I heard Dr. Macaulay say in
avoid querying how those who are disposed | Boston, a few years ago, that not three pee
to identify the church and the kingdom dis | cent of the working men of Londofl attended
poses of these passages. They do mot, of|any church regulaﬂ:y on the Lord’s day. It
course, hold that the church was within|is better than thatin New York ; but what
those whom Christ addressed, are even among multitudes never enter a church even her_e,
them, except ina figurative sense. If entos and what is more to be deplofefl,\vllat multi-
be rendered within in this passage. we must tudes are as destitute of religious teaching
not nnderstand that Christ meant to empha-|as if they were in Central Al’r?ca. a
size ‘you,” as he addressed these scornful| And while a few noble spinl,s_ are toiling
hearers. In no proper sense was the king- and praying for the success of mission worl,
dom within them. It would rather mean, what profound apathy possesses the church
you will now find this kingdom wheu you |48 @ whole in regard to this vast em:erprise.'
find 2t not by your methods of ‘observation,but I said just now that a generous estimate of
within. But such a case can no more be de- the actual Christians in the world would not
terminative of the gemeral sense of the term be above thirty millions. What do these do
kingdom, than can Christ’s words to his dis. | on this line, counting to their credit all that
ciples in reference to Lazarus: ‘Our friend |is done fitfully and without method and
Lazarus steepeth; but gothat I may awake without high religious motive among the
him outof sleep,’ make the hteral sense of the other two hundred and seventy millions of
word sleep properly descriptive of the con- merely nominal Christians?
dition of their common friend. When the| Do these thirty millions give envtigh to
disciples do not understand the Savior, he|make all the gifts of all the rest average a
says unto them plainly Lazarusis dead. Be {cent a week for the thirty million for mission
fore he had spoken figuratively. So when effort.properly so called? Is there a mission-
said of Jarius’s daughter: ‘The damsel is not | ary secretary here to day prepared to answer
dead, but sleepteh,) Mark 5 : 39, they laugh-{me? Do the aggregates of all the mission-
ed him to scorn. They misapprehended his{ary contributions in the world aniount to
figurative Janguage. $15,600,000 per annum 2 Is the amount paid
LITERAL MEANING OF RINGDOM AND cHURCH. | over by actual Christians, that Christ’s man-
Without doubt, the kingdom of God and|date ‘Go ye into all the world and preach
the Church are in a few cases used figurative- | the gospel to every creatare, may be obey-
ly, but even then, oneis never put for the ed as great as is the amount expended in the
other. And these figurative uses fewer than|so called church of God for needless—nay,
in most words employed as many times, can |for dangerous and degrading luxuriés, such
not militate against those cases which treat|as wine, beer, tobacco and even stronger
unmistakably of an ohjective kingdom in|stimulantst God forbid that I should decry
space, and timre and on the earth. the zeal of the church where that zeal is
Another claim as to the meaning of thejszreat and grand,but God equally forbid that [

| kingdom, is held by a considerable class. should boast of great things, when in this

These deny that the kingdom is the church.|direction, except in a relatively few cases,
or that it will be on the earth. They hold|there is nothing great to Loast of. The mea-
that it is heaven itself, and the righteous|gerness of missionary contributions in oue
passinto it at death. There ave fewer diffi |own land is a thing to blush—nay to weep
culties in this than in the church kingdom | for. .
hypothesis. And yet it has insuperable dif-| And Christ will come before it is largs
ficulties, It completely reverses the terms|enough to makeany broad-minded, fore sight-
of that prayer which is upon more lips every |ed Christian contented with that missionary
day than all other prayers together. ‘Thy| freasury. Some'have deprecated the proc-
km.gdor‘n come, Thy will be done on earth |lamation of the imminent coming of the Son
as itis in heaven.” Matt. 6 : 10. These theo-|of Man in his kingdom as pnrnTyzing mis-
rists would need to remodel the prayer thus:|sionary eflorts, Would it enervate or stim-
‘Let us go into thy Kkingdom in heaven, and|ulate the servant who had bheard and was
.t,hore do thy will as the angels do." 1f this| heeding the words of his master ‘Occupy till
is really the meaning of this paragraph,which | [ come,’ to learn that the master was alveady
has been repeated by thousands ever since|{on his return to account with him? The
the early days of the Christian church, and |danger lies always in the other direction.
by tens of millions in later times, we have| When mien -say and believe that the Lord
nof yet learned the alphabet of scripture |delayeth his coming as Christ shows in one
! ruth, for who, soberly and truthfully, ever|of h's parables, why begin to eat and drink
inferred that this was what Chnst designed | with the drunken.and to neglect every duty
by this sentence? ‘Thy kingdom come, Thy next week.

will be done on earth as it is in heaven’| <Praveg is the outlet of the saints’ sorrow,
Alone it constitutes a sublime prayer. Has'and the inlet of their supports and eoa!orhut
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¢ ax he that liveth
hold, I am alive fore
have the keys of death
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over all, and friend a (ter friend departsto
that realm from whence but few fravelers
have returned, it 1s well to inquire how we
can be delivered from death’s dominion. As
it is appoinied unto all men once to die, the
human family like a mighty army is mareh-
ing steadily with closed and unbroken ranks
down iuto the river of death, and as we look
before us down into the streaun, we see rank
after rank disappearing beneath the waves,
{heir lamps going outy and their lights being
extinguished in the darkness of the night.
What becomes of them Where have they
These questions asked over and
over again. Many surmise that theugh the
waves appear to extinguish the lights each
rank passes under them, yel they are not re
ally extinguished, but are walted by some

wone?

mysterious winds either to reahms above or
Buf who kunows thisis

to regious beneath.
so? What evidence is there for it? As the
religions world generally believe in this the
ory. can they give us good evidence for it?
They cannot. It contradicts renson, common
sense, science and the Seriptures of divine
truth. All of these unite in teaching that all
go down into the dark river of Geath anid re
main there until brought out in the resurrec
tion morn.

The resurrection is the ouly power that
will ever bring them out of death. Christ is
the way to the Fathe well as the truth
and the life. He is o ‘cur forerunmer,’
that is, the one that Dhas preceded us in the
race for eternal life. He has not only openéd
the way, but has bimself passed through it :
and from beyond the grave, on the banks of
everlasting deliverance he sends back to us
words of comfort and cheer, saying, ‘I am he
that liveth and was dead.’

Here is one that has passed through the
river of death, being deliver ed frem it by a
resurreetion from the dead. And he informs
us that he was dead, and is now alive forev
ermore. Here life and death are countrasted,
one is the very opposite of the other. As
one is a state of conscious aetivity, the other
must be a state of unconsciousness and inac
tivity. It is defined by the Bible as a sleep,
a place of daraness and of silence, And that
the dead know not anything, that they do
not praise the Lord, veither have they any

remembrance of him. but that their thoughts
perish in the day of their death.

Christ was no exception to this rule. Ile
was made flesh and dwelt among us. He
took upon him our nature and in this condi
tion he died for us. He endured the ordeal
of death. 1is ‘soul was made an offering for
gin. ‘lle poured out his soul unto death.
Tsa. 53: 10-12. Although the prophets pre
dicted his death, a prophet also foretells his
resurrection as shown by Peter on the day
of Pentecost. ‘e [David] seeing this before

spake of the resurrection of Christ, that his
soul [person] was not left in hades [the grave]
neither did his flesh see corruption.” Acts 2:
31. This same Jesus was raised from the
dead, for Paul says. *He that descended is the
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down into this river of death

oug whom God ex
Christ passed
, and remained

liu it until delivered by
% This is the only means of de-
| liverance from that dark turbulent streani.
| But thanks be to our heavenly Father for
| such a deliverance, and [or the assurance he
| bas given us of the same.
Qhrist further encourages us by
| that because he lives we shall Jive also. In
the text he not only informs us that he is
alive forevermore, but that he has the keys
of death and of hades. A key is an instru
{ ment used to unlock and toopen a door. Ha-
a Greek word signifying the grave or
the place of the dead. In the common ver-
‘.\ion it is translated grave and also improper-
fly bell. In the revised version the word is
}simply ransfered and remaius untranslated.
[ [t corresponds to the Hebrew sheol in the
Old Testament. No one need to be in doubt
s to the meaning of this word, for Solomon
clearly defines it in the tollowing passage:

‘W hatsvever thy hand findeth to do, do it
with thy might; for there is no work, nor
device, no knowledge, nor wisdom in the
crave [sheol, Greek, hades,] whither thou
coest.) Eeel. 9:10. In this text we are told
that the dead in hades have neither wisdom,
kunowledge, or device,and consequently must
be unconscious. This place is the prison
house for all the dead. But Christ assures
us that he has the keys of hades and is able
to deliver us from its dark dominion. As
God delivered him from its dominion, so
Christ has promised to deliver us.

Christ 1s our forerunner in the way to eter
nal life. We are to run in this race as he ran.
lHe endured suffering and cruel treatment
without murmuring, being reviled he reviled
not again. Being tempted in all points like
as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore
run the race with patience lovking unto Je-
sus our forerunner in this race, who has gone
down into the dark valley of the shadow of
death. but has abolished death and brought
life and immortality to light through his res
urreetion. Since Christ has opened the door
on the opposite side of the grave a stream of
hght from the shores of immortality have
been shining through its datk chambers and
our forerunner sends back the words of cheer
and good news, ‘I am he that liveth and
was dead, and behold I am alive forever
more; aud have the keys of death and of
hadex. 3

1 a resurrection.

telling us
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shall be the hope of his people and a  strong-
hold in the day of trouble. Ameon. So cheer
up my comrades! Cheer! Although the bat-
tle before may be very severe, yet the great
Creator has laid hold on one that is mighty
to save; so that all the powers of earth and
hell combined cannot measure arms with him.
Amen. Yours in the blessed hope of realiz-
ing with you what it will be to have a lome
in a world whose uninterrupted bliss and joys
will never end. Amen.

ELp. G. CRANMER.
o e S RN S

The Time of the Crucifixion and Res-
urreclion.

PROVEN BY THE RECORD OF TiE SIX DAYS BEFORE
THE PASSOVER.

As the following communication presents
arguments uew Lo us, and important to our
readers, we give it entire, trusting it will be
carefully studied. We do not see how any
one can escape the conclusions of the writer:

A study of the words of the four Evangel-
ists, with respeet to the acts and teachings
of Jesus during the six days preceding his
death, will, I think, elearly prove that his
death occurred on Wednesday and not on
Friday as is eommonly supposed ; and his
resurrection on the seventh and not on the
first day of the week.

The record of the KEvangelists shows that
Jesus ate the passover supper with his disci-
ples in the evening before his crueifixiony
after the sapper they went into the gm'del:
when'a Jesus was betrayed ; on the following
morning he was brought before the council
and condemed; was crucified about nine
o'clock; and placed 1 the sepulchre just
before the elose of the day at sunset. John
12: 1 tells us that *Jesus six days before the
passover came to Bethany. As this pass
n;eliwas 1o'x; the day of the crucifixion, the
coming of Jesus to Bethan: six day
tore the erucifixion. 1 m‘\sv & WM'

1. These six days contained a week |
bath, e “" % 9

1€ six days, couuted in regular
e
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If the Fourth day of the six had been the
Sabbath, then the whole six would have end-
ed with Mondayand that would have placed
(re crucifixion on Tuesday, whieh is too ear
1v in the week to agree with either the testi-
m y of the I raaxelists or the opinions of
wen.  For eithcr of the two remaining days,
(he fifth or the sixtly, to have been the Sab
Lath, would have placed the erneifixion still
earlicr in the week, and hence it is evident
that the Sabbath was contamned in the fiist

three of the six days.

3 Ifit can be shown by the events which

transpired on any two of the first three days

that they were both working days.it follows,

a: a matter of fact, that the other one of the

three days was the Sabbath.

John 12: 1 says, *Then Jesus six days be
fore the passover, came to Bethany where
Lazarus was which had been dead, whom he
raised from the dead. From the twelith to
the fifteenth verses of the same chapter he
suys: ‘On the next day [five days before the
passover] much people that were come to
the feast. when they heard that Jesus was
coming to Jerusalem, took branches of palm
trees, and went forth to meet him, and cried,
Tlosanna! Blessed is the King of Israel that
cometh in the name of the Lord. And Je-
sus. when he had found a young ass, sat
thereon ; as it is written, Fear nut daughter
of Sion, belold thy King cometh on an uss’s
colt.”

It is said by Marky® 11:7 27, concerning
{his same time,.*And they brought the colt
to Jesus, and cast their garments on himj;
and he sat upon him. And many spread
their garments in the way; and others cut
down the branches of the trees. and strewed
them in the way. And they that went be
fore, and they that followed. cried, saying,
losanna! Blessed is he that cometh m the
name of the Lord; Blessed be the kingdom
of our father David, that cometh in the name
of the Lord; Hosanna in the highest. And
Jesus entered into Jerusalem, and into the
temple; and when he had looked round
about upon all things, and now the eventide
was come, he went out unto Bethany with
{he twelve.

And on the morrow [four days before the
passover], when they were come from Beth
any, he was hungry; and seeing a fig tree
afar off having leaves, he came, if haply be
might find anything thereon; and when he
came to it he found nothing but leaves, for
the time of fizs was not yet. And Jesus ans-
wered and said unto it, No man eat fruit of
thee hereafier forever. And his disciples

head it.

‘And they came to Jerusalem: and Jesus
weut into the temple and began to cast out
them that sold and bought in the temple,
and overthrew the tables of the money-
changers, and the seats of them that sold
dotes; and would not suffer that any man
should carry any vessel through the temple.
And he taught saying unto them, Is it not
written, My house shall be called of all na
tions the house of prayer ¢ but ye have made

it aden of thieves. And the scribes and chief
priests heard it, and sought how they might
destroy him ; for they feared him,because all
the people were astonished at his doctrine.
And when even was come he wenl out ol
the city.

‘And in the morning [three days before
the passover]. as they passed by, they saw
the fig tree dried up from the roots. And
Peter calling to remembrance saith unto him
Master, behold the fig tree which thou curs
edst is withered away. And Jesus answer
ing saith unto them, Have faith in God. For
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venly I say unto you, That whosoover shall
say unto this mountain, Be thou iemoved
and be thou cast into the sea; and shall not
doubt in his heart, but shall believe that
those things which he saith shall come to
pass, he shall bave whatsoever he
‘Pherefore L say unto you, What things soever
ye desire, when ye pray. believe that ye re
ceive them, and ye shall have them. And
when ye stand praying, forgive, if ye have
aught against any; that your Father also
which is in heaven may forgive you your
trespasses.

*Aad they ecame again to Jerusalem, and
as he was walking m the temple, there came
1o him the chief priests, and the seribes, and
the elders.’

For the instructions and conversations of
Ohrist on this the third of the six days be-
fore the passover, please read the remainder
of the eleventh chapter of Mark, also the
twelfth and thirteenth chapters and the first
vorse of the fourteenth, and compare with
(his Matt. 21: 23-26; 22, and Luke 20th and
21st chapters. Please note carefully the fol
lowing points and the seriptures which secem
(o support them.

Oun the first of the three days above men
tioned, and also the first of the six days be-
fore the passover, Christ rode into Jerusa
lem. ‘And many spread their garments in
the way, and others cut down the branches
off the (rees and strewed them in the way.’
Read Mark 11: 8-11. The use of cutting im
plements on thatv day forbids the supposi
tion that it was the Sabbath. If that had
been the Sabbath day, the scribes and Phar-
isees who were not willing for Christ to re
ceive the praises which the people conferred
upon him and ask him to command them to
‘hold their peace,” would certainly have ac
cused them of doing that which was unlaw
{ul to do on the Sabbath day.

On the second day Christ came again to
Jerusalem, ‘And Jesus went into the temple
of God and cast out all them that sold and
bought in the temple, and overthrew the ta
bles of the money changers, and the seats of
them that sold doves. Matt. 21: 12. Read al
<0 Mark 11: 15-19, Luke 19: 45. From these
passages we learn that some of the people
were buying and sellinzin the temple on
that day, which they would not have done 1f
it had been the Sabbath day. Itis also plain
ly stated that Jesus ‘overthrew thie tables of
the money changers, and cast out all them
that sold therein and them- that bought.’
Such dealings in the temple, and such a stir
as Jesus must have made in casting out the
dealers was certainly unsuitable for the ho
ly Sabbath. But to anticipate a little, it
does seem a°" most suitable preparation or
cleaning of the temple for the services of
the holy Sabbath. Such services as did act
ually take place in the temple the day after
that on which it wa< cleansed. See Luke 20:1.

Now if neither the first nor the second of
t]le six days l).el'm'e the passover was the
:3;1hl):\th, the thml- day certainly was, for the
Sabbath was contained in the first three days.

On the third day Jesus came again to Je
rusalem and went into the temple. Mark,
T 2'1: imroduce;: the conversation and in
structions of Clrist on this third day of the
six, and Lul\fe, after concluding his account
of .the le:\chmg and preaching of Christ on
t!ns day, says, in 2! 137,88, ‘And in the day
time he was teaching in the temble, and in

the night he went out and abode in the mount
that is called the Mount of Ohives. And all
the people came early in the morning to
him in the temple for to hear him.! The

morning of which is here mentioned, do not
scem to be recorded, but it 1s doubtless in
allusion to these as well as those ou the third
of the six days that Matthew =
*And it came to pass. when
saith. | ed all these sayings, he said unto his
! ciples, Ye know that after two day
feast of the passover, and the Son of man is
Letrayed to be cracified.” If this last infer

ence is correct then the whole six days Lave
peen traced out, and each in its
der, excep! the last two, which are incluled
in one statement, Matt. 26 : 2 Mark 14:1

9

»sus had finish

lar or-

If, npon a carefnl examination. the above

inference is not satistactory, the chain of evi-
dence will yet remuin unbroken, for the
weekly Sabbath was included in the first
three days, and they have been traced in
regular succession. This fact itself adds
forco to the argument by showing that th
was something more important connected
with the first three days than there was with
the lasc three.

ere

Summing up the evidence we have the

following.

1. The six days (John 12:1) contained

a weekly Sabbath.

2. The Sabbath was included in the first

three of the six days before the passover.

3. On the first day the people used cutting

implements and did such work as was incon
sistant with Sabbath observance.

4. On the second day some were buying

and selling in the temple, and Christ ecast
them out, over threw . their seats and the
tables of the money changers.

5. On the first day of the six. Christ went

into the temple and looked round about on
all things, and went out. Mark 11:11. On
the second day he cleansed the temple, and
on the third day he preached.

6. Christ’s teachings on this third day,

together with such other things as are mien
tioned on this same day, comprise nearly
one-fifth of all that is recorded in the gospel
by Matthew.

-

7. Nothing is recorded as having trans-

pired on the third day which can reasonably
be regarded as Sabbata-desecration.

8. The cleansing of the temple on the sec-~

ond day, preparatory to the service that fol-
lowed on the third day, points out the third
as an important day.

9. The care manifested by the Evangelists

in recording in regular order the events of
each of the first three daysin which it was
foand the Sabbath was included, while no
such care is manifested with regard to the

last three days is, to say the least, somewhat
significant.

10. Nothing is discovered to point out the
third day as a working day, while the abund
ant and important teachings of Christ on
lh.at day, considered in connection with other
thl}\gs already mentioned. would seem to
gm‘l;t out as a day devoted to the service of

od.

Conclusion. If the third of the six days
be!ore the passover was the Sabbath, as is
e‘vxdent from the facts recorded by thf; four
Evangelists, then the whole six days ended
at sunset on Tuesday; and on Wednesday
§he day following, Christ was crucified plaoed'
in the sepulcher a little while before ,snuset-
when Thursday the passover Sabbath dre\v;
on. Luke. 23:54. Jesus told the seribes
a.nd‘ Pharisees, (Matt. 12 : 40,) that he should
lie in the heart of the earth ‘three days and
three nights” As the fulfillment of these
words of Christ was to be important evidence
to these ser.bes and Pharisees of the Messi-
ahship of Christ, they took special cave to

teachings of Christ on the fourth day, the

Concluded on eighth page.
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o7ih, how earnest he was in trying to write
when it was such hard work for him. 1 tho't
if all would tey as hard to write, what an
amount of cheering letters we would get in
the paper.  May the Lord help us all to
do our duty in this respect as well as in ev
erything else and at last give us a home in
the kingdom when Jesus comes.
Loremont, Mich.
Bl

Patient Endurance.

There 18 no groater strength ever manifest-
ed on earth than that of quiet endurance. 1
Jiave known, and so have you, those on whom
for years thero has not risen a single un-
clouded day; those, too, who knew all the
gludness of life, but for whom the sun was
darkened long before it had climbed to its
meridian heights; those whose bereavements
have involved the loss of everything that
seomed to make life precious, those who have
been rendered permanently helpless by chron-
ic disease, and can never hope for a painless
waking hour, or a night of restful sleep; those
whose penury has been absolute and entire,
with no prospect of reliof. Among these have
been the bravest, strongaest souls that I have
ever known; and it has secemed to me that no
emergencey of outward action, not even the
foremost of the sacramental host, in “waging
the great conflicts in behalf of the truth
and the right has equaled theirs, which could
endure without murmaring, and could render
constant thanks to God for the heavenly man-
na which has fed them; for the living waters
of which they have drank deep draughts; for
the hope, full of immortality which has nev-
er for a moment forsaken them.—Sel.

Ch el

Meeling Infidelity.

Ix this day of discussion on every conceiv
able subject in earth or in heaven, religion
itself cannot be kept inviolate as too sacred
for the freest exercise of men’s thoughts. If
we do not discuss it, others will; and will
bave all the field to themselves. If this is
the way in which we are to meet the onsets
of infidelity, by turning our backs in the day
of battle, and trying to ignore what we are
unable to answer,then we may as well march
off the ground, and leave the field to the
enemy.

Not so do we interpret our duty. We be
lieve that the soldiers of the Lord should
stand firm in their position with their front
to the foe. and that as they meet every at
tack fairly and squarely, not by anathemas,
but by reason and argument, they will at
least hold the fort, from which they were in
danger of being driven, and probably recov-
erlost ground. and do much to bring even
the unbelieving to the knowledge of the

truth— N, Y. Evangelist.
e

A Rare Book.

The New York Tribune makes some notes
from a discourse from A. P. Cobb, an evan-
gelist, concerning the Bible:

‘The Bible is arare book. First in its age.
The oldest part of it, Job, was written 1800
years before Christ. Here is a book older
than David or Solomon. Again 1t is rare be-
cause of its authors. This book was not writ-
ten for the exaltation of the man, nor the de-
fense of a theory, ‘but holy men of God spaka
as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.” It is
rare also because of its mission. No other,
book has been written, the object of which has
been the conversion of mankind. It is rare too

because of its subject and influence. Webster
drew copiously from it. John Quincy Adams
read every morning a chapter from his He-
brew Bible. Sir Walter Scott, in his dying
hour, said: ‘Read to ma from the Book, and
when asked what book, replied: Can you ask
a dying man what book? To such a man
there can be but one book—the Bible,” Milt-
on died with the music of ther Psalms falling
upon his ears. Finally, it is rare because of
its durability. All flesh is as grass, and all the
glory of man, as the flower of grass. The
grass withereth, and the flower thereof fall-
eth away, but the Word of the Lord endur-
eth forever.'—Sel.
et 4 e

No Need of Grave-clothes.

Christ left his grave-clothes behind him in
the sepulchte because he rose to die no more;
death was to have no more dominion over
him. Lazarus came out with his grave-cloth-
os on, for he was to use them again; but
Christ, rising to immortal life, came up out of
the grave free from these incumbrances.—
Matthew Henry.

PRI s Sl

Clock-ticks and Heart-beats.

Threescore years and ten
Man draweth his mortal breath;
As the flower of the grass doth he fade and pass,
In the blight of the blast of death,
The moments come, and the moments part,
With silent pinions spread;
Each tick of the clock, and each throb of the heart
Is the knell of a moment dead.
Hark to the clock’s light tick !
Time flies.
Hark to the heart-beats quick !
Man dies!

Threescore years avd ten
That slip like grasped sands—-
Too brief, too brief for selfish grief,
Too brief for folded hands!
Go forth in the might of a love sublime,
And ere thou fall as a leaf,
Thou shalt reap from the fading fields of time
A deathless harvest sheaf.
Hark to the cloek’s light tick !
Time flies,
Hark to the heart-beats quick !
Man dies ! — Sel.

LETTER DEPARTMENT,

‘Then they that feared the Lord spake often one
to another; and the Lord hearkened and heard
it, and a book of remembrance was written before
bim for them that feared the Lord, and thought
ulme\‘hh} m’}rknlle.t Aluiltheg shall be mine, saith
the Lord of hosts, in the day when I m
my jewels.! Mal. 8: 16-17, J R

From Bro. Perry W. Holcomb.

Dear Eprror and BroTHERS and StsTERS:
I will try to write a few lines for our paper
as it has been a long time since I have writ-
ten. 1t is not because I am growing cold in
the service of the Lord—no, T praise and
thank the Lord for his goodness and bless-
ings to me. He has promised to bless us if
we will obey and keep his commandments.
We meet with plenty of opposition: but we
are able by the sword of the Spirit to clear
the way. We intend by the help of the Lord
to fight on until we win the prize, which will
be immortality and eternal life. Brothers and
sisters, let us be faithful, love and serve the
Lord with all our heart, for none but the
pure in heart can see God. Heo says: If ye
love me, keep my commandments; that will
include all of them, Sabbath not excepted.
Your brother in hope. ‘

ADVENT & SABBATH ADVOCATE 31

From Sister Mary E. Welch.
My desar Brothers and Sisters in Christ
My heart has been made glad of late by
reading so many good letters in the Apvo

CATE. It is true we have many things to dis-
courage us. yet when we see the signs of the

Lord coming over mountain valley and sea

80 plain that the weakest among us may
discern the signs of the times, as plain as

Daniel did the *hand writing on the wall.’ [
think now is the time to hft up our heads
and rejoice knowing that our redemption

draweth nigh. What if we are persecuted
and separated from the company of the world,
our Savior has said, *Marvel not if the world

hate you, it hated me before it hated you.
Fear not little flock it is your Father's good
pleasure to give you the kingdom.” But my
dear brothers and sisters, let us be sure that
if we are persecuted it is for righteousness
sake.
Qur dear brother W. C. Long has been
with us over Sabbath and Sunday again, and
we had a good time but were made sorry by
having to bid him farewell in such poor
health. He was not really able to preach at
all. There are some in this neighborhood
who are almost persuaded to be Christians
but still they are waiting for that conven-
ient seasoh,” which [ am afraid may never
come. Let us pray dear brotbers and sisters
that they may not awake out of sleep to find
the summer ended, the harvest past, and
they not saved, too late, teo late. Oh, all the
riches the honor and glory of this world would
be no temptation to meif I knew it would
ke p me out of that beautiful city whose make
er and builder is God. I want to have a right
to enter there. I want my robes washed in
the precious blood of the Lamb of God. I
want my strength renewed. I want to be
among that happy company ‘who shall come
to Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon
their heads, they shall obtain joy and glad
ness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.
Dear friends when you feel discouraged
and almost ready to fall’ by the way, g0 to
the Bible and read some of the precious
promises made by the Father and sealed by
the Son, ‘Hearken my beloved brethren, hath
not God chosen the poor of this world rich in
faith and heirs of the kingdom which he hath
promised to them that love him. I want you
all to pray for the few commandment keep-
ers here that we may all have strength giv.
en us to be overcomers for we have much to
contend with. Pray for the unconverted tha
are here pray that we may be buil up in the
most holy faith and hold fast the profession
of that faith without wavering. 1 wish to
say to sister Sarah Bowen that I would love
to see another of her good letters in the Ap-
vocaTe. Your Sister in the blessed hope.
Albary, Mo i

OBITUARY NOTICE S

: Feuu asleep March 2nd 1888, Lulu RBell.
little daughter of Brother and Sister Erastus
and Flora Branch of White Cloud, Mich.
The church in White Cloud sorrow in deep
sympathy asone in Christ, with Bro. and
Sister Rranch in their affliction, but we are
comforted with the ‘blessed hope.” Lulu was
one year, ten months and eight dayc old.

gil’ ile we w

hi
re:;prulu c?:o:;:,

rom earths care i
Wake! Lulu wake! .M as
When the heavens shake
And Jesus comes again.

Clio, lowa.
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—{TEMS OF INTEREST._ :

————————————
Ex-Sexator Conkling of New York died
on last Tuesday.

Tug Government appropl'iation
offices for the coming fiscal year,

140.

for post-
is $60,133,

from Montevideo reports the

A dispatch
Rio Janerio, with 120

Joss of the steamer
passengers on board.

Tug lower bouse of the New York Legis:
latare on Tharsday adopted a resolution
providing for submitting to the people a pro
hibition amendment,

Busixess failure for the week number 222,
against 227 last weel, and 175 in the corres
ponding week a year ago.

Durine the first monih of this year 5.000
more immigrants arrived at New York than
in the same time last year. There were 28,
945 arrivals in Mareh. -

Tue storms and floods in Germany have
rendered spring eliivation impossible in the

tegions thus visited, and the richest Jand wil!
yield no crops this year.

Ar Greenville, Ohio, Thursday, J.S. Sim-
on, defaulting ex Treasntrer of Dark County,
was sentenced to six years in the peniten-
tiary and to pay a fine of $48,000, double
the amount embezzeled.

Tui [ndiana State National School at Tefre
Haute, was burned Monday morning. The
800 pupils escaped. but lost a portion of their
hooks and wraps. The structure, which cost
$189,000 was not insured.

A movement is on foot at New York, to
fend to France a statue of George Wash-
ington, as a present from (he women of
America,

Pronta, I1l. is suffering from an epidemic
of incendiary fires, four barns having been
set on fire Thursday night and Friday, two of
them, with considerable stock, being burned.
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